
20905Federal Register / Vol. 65, No. 76 / Wednesday, April 19, 2000 / Rules and Regulations

IMMIGRANTS—Continued

Symbol Class Section of law

SK3 Certain Unmarried Sons or Daughters of an International Organization or NATO Employee ................ 101(a)(27)(I)(i)
& 101(a)(27)(L).

SK4 Certain Surviving Spouses of Deceased International Organization or NATO Employee ...................... 101(a)(27)(I)(ii)
& 101(a)(27)(L).

* * * * * * *

Dated: March 6, 2000.
Mary A. Ryan,
Assistant Secretary of State for Consular
Affairs, U.S. Department of State.
[FR Doc. 00–9104 Filed 4–18–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4710–06–P

DEPARTMENT OF THE TREASURY

Fiscal Service

31 CFR Part 247

RIN 1510–AA44

Regulations Governing FedSelect
Checks

AGENCY: Financial Management Service,
Fiscal Service, Treasury.
ACTION: Final rule; removal.

SUMMARY: The Financial Management
Service (FMS) is removing Part 247 from
Title 31 of the Code of Federal
Regulations. This Part governs the use of
FedSelect checks by Federal agencies in
making certain Federal payments. The
Debt Collection Improvement Act of
1996 (DCIA) and implementing
regulations require that most Federal
payments be made electronically after
January 1, 1999. The increased use of
electronic funds transfer (EFT) has
resulted in lower check volumes and
reduced Federal agency reliance on non-
EFT payment mechanisms. Due to the
decrease in check volume and the
availability of low cost alternatives to
FedSelect, such as third party drafts,
FMS has determined that FedSelect is
no longer a cost-effective mechanism for
making certain Federal government
payments and is terminating the
program on March 31, 2000.
EFFECTIVE DATE: This removal of 31 CFR
Part 247 is effective April 19, 2000.
FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Matthew Helfrich, Financial Program
Specialist, at (202) 874–6754; Sally
Phillips, Senior Financial Program
Specialist, at (202) 874–7106; Cynthia L.
Johnson, Director, Cash Management
Policy and Planning Division, at (202)
874–6590; or James Regan, Attorney-
Advisor, at (202) 874–6680.
SUPPLEMENTARY INFORMATION: On May
16, 1995, FMS published a final rule

codified at 31 CFR Part 247 governing
the use of FedSelect checks for paying
certain obligations of Federal agencies
[60 FR 25993]. The final rule included
procedural instructions for using
FedSelect checks and defined the rights
and liabilities of the United States,
Federal Reserve Banks, banks, and
others in connection with FedSelect
checks. FedSelect checks were
developed for use by Federal agencies
for ‘‘on-demand’’ payment needs. On
September 25, 1998, FMS published a
final rule in the Federal Register (63 FR
51490), Management of Federal Agency
Disbursements, codified at 31 CFR part
208 (EFT rule), implementing certain
requirements of the DCIA, Pub. L. 104–
134, chap. 10, 110 stat. 1321–358. The
EFT rule requires Federal agencies to
make most payments by EFT after
January 1, 1999.

Because this rule relates to a payment
system for Federal agencies, notice and
comment are not required pursuant to 5
U.S.C. 553(a)(2) and (b)(A). Moreover,
notice and comment are contrary to the
public interest because the prompt
removal of the current FedSelect
regulations will result in savings to
taxpayers without adversely affecting
federal payments. For these reasons,
good cause is found pursuant to 5 U.S.C.
553(d)(3) to make removal of the
FedSelect regulations immediately
effective. Because notice and comment
are not required, the provisions of the
Regulatory Flexibility Act (5 U.S.C. 601)
do not apply. Finally, this rule is not a
significant regulatory action for
purposes of Executive Order 12866.

The number of Treasury-disbursed,
non-tax refund payments made by EFT
rose from 55% in FY 1995 to 75% by
the close of FY 1999. The number of
check payments over this period have
decreased correspondingly. Moreover,
cost-effective alternatives to FedSelect
have emerged, such as third party drafts
and government purchase card
convenience checks. Due to the decrease
in check volume and the growing use of
more cost-effective alternatives by
Federal agencies, the FedSelect program
will be terminated on March 31, 2000.

PART 247—[REMOVED]

For the reasons set out above, 31 CFR
Part 247 is removed.

Authority: 31 U.S.C. 3321, 3325, and 3327.

Richard L. Gregg,
Commissioner.
[FR Doc. 00–9755 Filed 4–18–00; 8:45 am]
BILLING CODE 4810–35–U

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION
AGENCY

40 CFR Part 52

[Region II Docket No. NY40–2–209, FRL–
6573–1]

Approval and Promulgation of
Implementation Plans; New York;
Nitrogen Oxides Budget and
Allowance Trading Program

AGENCY: Environmental Protection
Agency.
ACTION: Final rule.

SUMMARY: The Environmental Protection
Agency (EPA) is announcing approval of
New York’s State Implementation Plan
(SIP) revision for ozone. This SIP
revision relates to New York’s portion of
the Ozone Transport Commission’s
September 27, 1994 Memorandum of
Understanding, which includes a
regional nitrogen oxides budget and
allowance (NOX Budget) trading
program that will significantly reduce
NOX emissions generated within the
Ozone Transport Region, which
includes New York State. EPA is
approving New York’s regulations,
which implement Phase II of the NOX

Budget Trading Program, since they
reduce NOX emissions and help achieve
the national ambient air quality
standard for ozone.
DATES: This rule is effective on May 19,
2000.
ADDRESSES: Copies of the State
submittal and supporting documents are
available for inspection during normal
business hours, at the following
addresses:
Environmental Protection Agency,

Region II Office, Air Programs Branch,
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